THE LEGEND OF KANNAPPA NAY/ NAR OR THE • EYElpEVOTEE '
The image of this renowned South-Indian « >votee stands in the temple at Kalanasti (Calastri) near the ulicat hills He was a raja of Uduppur. and of the sh pherd caste (a Ve^an, or Hill-man; perhaps a Kurumban)1 The story represents his ancient clan as possessing great 'ealth and authority in a wild hilly district, where their vhole occupation was hunting. There is a ZamindSr wh lives there now in feudal state. The old chieftain, the fal er of Kannappa, whose name was Nagan (the Dragon-ma ), is represented to us as moving about attended by fierce h nting dogs, armed with every kind of rustic weapon; a cilful archer, around whose mountain-dwelling innumerable brest animals of every kind had their home, and where th< cries 'shoot'! 'hurl'! 'strike'! were mingled from morni g to night with the bowlings of wild beasts, the barking oJ logs, and the sound of the horns and drums of the hunters
He had no son, and therefore he and his wife w<  it to
the temple  of SUBRAMAN1YAN (a   son  of £ivan)   -the
favourite deity of mountaineers,   and probably a pre-   ryan
deity of the South, an object of worship, under many i  imes
and forms,   in every Tamil   hamlet.    To   him they o  ered
cocks and peafowl, made great feasts with copious iibj  ions
of strong  drink,   performed   wild   dances;   and,   in   fact,
according  to the legend,   seem to have   worshipped     luch
after   the   rude   fashion of the   demon   worshippers c   the
present day.     The   result   was that by the   favour of   heir
tutelary deity a son was born to them   who from his    irly dai beneath thy feet in rapture may I stand and sing thy prai
